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OH HOLY NIGHT!

Christmas Message Diocese of Kerry 2025
These lines from a religious poem in the Divine Office capture the meaning
and the Spirit of our celebration of Christmas:

Where true love is dwelling, God is dwelling there;
Love’s own loving Presence, love does ever share.

Give Him joyful welcome, love Him and revere;
Cherish one another with a love sincere.

A happy and a faith-centred Christmas to one and all, to all homes, all
families and all people living alone. It is wonderful that Christmas in
Ireland remains so family centred for most people: ‘Home for Christmas’,
‘Together for Christmas’. For homes and families all year-round every week
can be pressurized and busy, Christmas is almost the only time most people
are at home with their family, a few days to unwind and catch up, time to
see the bigger picture of their lives and to count their blessings. I pray God’s
blessing on every home in the diocese.

If it has been a difficult year or if you are troubled today draw strength from
the fact that Mary and Joseph relied on the innkeeper, and all he could
provide was a stable, and their baby Jesus was born. What joy and
happiness!  Everything does not have to be perfect for life to be fulfilling.

A word of encouragement. Have time to turn to God over the Christmas
days. Pause and gaze at the crib in the home, or at a simple crib-picture on
a Christmas card. Visit the crib in local churches. Bring the children.
Especially at the crib talk to children about the birth of Jesus, - and the love
God the Father has for us all. Speak to children of the love of God, and of
all of us putting our Hope in God. Join in the celebration of Mass. Proclaim
Christ Jesus as your Hope as you enter the New Year. Share and nourish
your own faith over the days of Christmas.

This Christmas we have a new Pope, Leo XIV. We pray for him and for his
shepherding of the church in the years ahead. Let us remember Pope
Francis fondly. Recall the heroic effort he made on Easter Sunday to show
the world his faith and joy in the Resurrection of Jesus, and how he died
early the next morning.




2023 was the 8ooth anniversary of St Francis having the first Christmas crib
in Greccio, Italy. In his crib St Francis had live people and animals, - an
event that is now seen as the beginning of the worldwide tradition of the
crib, - a model of the stable with figures of all the people, animals and
objects. At the start of Advent 2019, looking forward to 2023 Pope Francis
wrote an apostolic letter entitled “The meaning and importance of the
nativity scene”.

What follows are two paragraphs, from the middle and the end of Pope
Francis’ letter, two paragraphs that can help us reflect and pray about the
birth of Jesus, Emmanuel, God with us.

“Why does the Christmas crib arouse such wonder and move us so deeply?
First, because it shows God’s tender love: the Creator of the universe
lowered himself to take up our littleness. The gift of life, in all its mystery,
becomes all the more wondrous as we realize that the Son of Mary is the
source and sustenance of all life.

In Jesus, the Father has given us a brother who comes to seek us out
whenever we are confused or lost, a loyal friend ever at our side. He gave
us his Son who forgives us and frees us from our sins.”

“Dear brothers and sisters, the Christmas crib is part of the precious yet
demanding process of passing on the faith. Beginning in childhood, and
at every stage of our lives, it teaches us:

to contemplate Jesus,

to experience God’s love for us,

to feel and believe that God is with us

and that we are with him, his children, brothers and sisters all, thanks to
that Child who is the Son of God and the Son of the Virgin Mary.

And to realize that in that knowledge we find true happiness.

Like Saint Francis, may we open our hearts to this simple grace, so that
from our wonderment a humble prayer may arise: a prayer of
thanksgiving to God, who wished to share with us his all, and
thus never to leave us on our own.”

Le gach dea-ghui, i gcomhair na Nollag.
Every Christmas blessing on all in our communities.

May your love be upon us O’ Lord
As we place all our Hope in you. (Ps 33:22)

Our Lady, Queen of Peace, pray for the whole world.
+ Ray Browne
Diocese of Kerry
Christmas 2025




Fr. Timothy Kiplagat Chebii (087) 0009181
Parish Residence: 18 Ballyoughtragh Heights, Milltown
Rev. Conor Bradley (087) 3664057
Parish Office: Thursday 9:00-3:00 Tel (066)-9767312
Email: milltown@dioceseofkerry.ie
Website: www.milltownlistryparish.com
Safeguarding Children: Contact No (087) 6362780

Masses & Intentions

Mon. Dec. 29t

Teresa Clifford
Tues. Dec. 30" | Listry | 7:00 pm. Rossnacarton
Wed. Dec. 31" | Milltown| 10:00a.m. People of the Parish
Thurs. Jan. 1% No Mass

For all deceased members of the Lucey &
Friday Jan. 2" | Milltown| 7:00 p.m. the Hanafin Families, Ballyvirrane

Teddy & Breda Brosnan
Sat. Jan. 3" Listry | 6:00 p.m. Rockfield
Joe Kneasfey
Sun. Jan. 4 Milltown | 11:15 a.m. Ballyoughtra
Offertory Collector

January Liam Hurley

Eucharistic Ministers
Listry Saturday Dec. 3™ Ann O’ Brien
Milltown Sunday Dec. 4" Josephine Twiss & Deirdre Corkery

Minister of the Word
Listry Saturday Dec. 3™ Rosemary O’ Callaghan
Milltown Sunday Dec. 4 Chris Horan

All Weekend Masses will be streamed online via
www.milltownlistryparish.com or hurchmediatv.ie. The webcam in Milltown
and Listry church captures images of individuals who sit in the first two seats
of the church. Please sit in another part of the Church if you do not wish your
image to be broadcast in this way.

Confessions take place in the parish as follows:
Milltown: Friday — 2rd January 5:10 p.m. — 5.40p.m.
Listry: Saturdays, 5:10p.m. — 5:40p.m.

Offertory Collections
Last weekend’s collection €878
Thank you for your generous support

Priest on Duty this weekend — Fr. Timothy (087) 0009181




Céad Mile Failte. KARIBU MWOKOZI ...
WELCOME OUR MESSIAH

Dear parishioners,

As we gather in gratitude during this holy and joyful season of Christmas, I
give thanks to God for the priceless gift of His son and the beautiful gift of
each one of you. It is now five months since I reported to this parish, and from
the very first day, I have experienced nothing but warmth, love and genuine
Christian hospitality. Your open arms, kind words, prayers and generous
support have made me feel truly at home among you. For this, I say....
ASANTENI SANA — Mile Buiochas Thank you.

Christmas is a time that invites us to pause and reflect on God’s faithfulness,
and as I reflect on my time here so far, my heart is filled with joy. Over the
past weeks, we have journeyed together in preparation for Christmas.
Through prayer, reflection, reconciliation and acts of charity, we have
prepared a place for the Lord. Just as you welcomed me into this parish with
such kindness and enthusiasm, I invite you to welcome Christ into your hearts
with even greater love. Let us open the doors of our lives wide to Him,
allowing His presence to transform us from within.

However, welcoming Christ does not end with words or celebrations alone.
Christ continues to come to us in every real and sometime challenging ways-
through our neighbours. During this Christmas, let us be intentional in
recognizing Him in the poor, the downtrodden, the underprivileged, the
lonely, the sick, and all those who feel forgotten. When we extend
compassion, share what we have, listen with patience and stand with those in
need, we encounter the living Christ. May our parish continue to be a place
where love is not only preached but lived.

As we celebrate the birth of Jesus, the Light of the World, I pray that His light
will shine brightly in our lives. May that light guide your decisions and inspire
us to be instruments of peace and hope wherever we go. Christmas joy is not
meant to be a day’s experience. That joy should glow continually in our hearts
all the days of our lives. Let this joy shape our families, our work, our
relationships and our service for others.

I sincerely appreciate what all of you have done during the preparation of this
great day. Many of you offer your time, skills, resources, energies among
others to ensure that this day becomes a success. I salute the work done by
the deacons, sacristans, choirs, ministers of the Eucharist, ministers of the
Word, collectors, cleaners, florists, decorators, parish staff, and those who
made the beautiful Christmas cribs... and lastly to you all who have come and
have participated actively and contributed generously in support of the
church. You are truly a powerful witness to the Gospel.

And may the Emmanuel who has come into our lives enlighten us and bless
us through and through. Amen Fr. Timothy.




